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Mr. FERGUSON. I yield to the gen-

tleman. 
Mr. AGUILAR. I appreciate the ques-

tion, and this is such a timely and im-
portant topic that the country needs to 
address. I am incredibly pleased with 
the bipartisan success that the nego-
tiations have led to, to date. 

As the gentleman knows, those con-
versations continue to be ongoing, but 
the majority believes that those con-
versations are progressing in a way 
that is hopeful toward addressing this 
issue. 

I think both sides realize, and I hope 
the minority realizes, the importance 
of making changes to protect our com-
munities. I know the gentleman is a 
former mayor, as I am as well. So we 
have dealt with a lot of these issues at 
the local level. 

So what I would say is, Senator 
SCOTT, Congressman STAUBER, and 
Congresswoman KAREN BASS have been 
engaged in this discussion. We want to 
give them the latitude and the flexi-
bility to continue those discussions. I 
wouldn’t agree with the characteriza-
tion that the gentleman from Georgia 
made about where the negotiations are, 
but I can tell you that we are com-
mitted to seeing this done. We are com-
mitting to getting this done and put-
ting a bill on the floor that will have 
strong bipartisan support. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Reclaiming my 
time. 

I implore the majority to put Mr. 
STAUBER and Mr. SCOTT’s bill onto the 
floor as soon as possible so that we can 
reach a bipartisan vote and consensus 
on this. 

I just want to make one other obser-
vation here, knowing that it is police 
week. We have got men and women 
around this country—you and I, again, 
both as mayors, had the honor of being 
involved in that, seeing the sacrifice 
that they make, whether it is local po-
lice officers or deputies out patrolling 
our country roads in many parts of my 
district; the men and women of the 
Customs and Border Patrol Agency 
who are down there putting their lives 
on the line every single day to stop the 
grossness of human trafficking and the 
horrors of narcotic trafficking; or look-
ing around this very building that we 
are in right now, looking at the men 
and women who have been here, that 
will continue to be here to serve us and 
protect us. 

What I found very interesting about 
this week is that the silence from the 
majority is deafening. Not bringing a 
resolution to honor our men and 
women in law enforcement says an 
awful lot about how you feel. 

And I will say this: I think the ma-
jority should come back in—and I 
think we would all agree to do this 
next week—to put a resolution on the 
floor to honor the men and women of 
law enforcement, because I can’t imag-
ine which group is not worthy of that. 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. AGUILAR. As the gentleman 

knows, there was a lengthy Special 

Order hour led by our colleague from 
Florida, former police chief herself, 
talking about the importance of these 
issues, the importance of honoring he-
roes, the importance of honoring peo-
ple who put themselves in harm’s way 
each and every day and are behaving 
well. 

What I would ask the gentleman 
from Georgia is, in that similar vein, 
honoring police week, honoring those 
folks who helped us, who looked out for 
us January 6, I hope the gentleman will 
encourage the minority leader to meet 
with Officer Fanone from the Metro-
politan Police Department, who has re-
quested a meeting with the minority 
leader to talk about the events of Jan-
uary 6 and to talk about his experi-
ences, which were so impactful as he 
shared them on national television and 
as he talked about the role that he 
played and the role that his colleagues 
played in protecting this temple of de-
mocracy. 

I hope that the minority leader has 
the time to meet with Officer Fanone. 
I signed a letter to the minority leader 
from my colleagues encouraging him 
to do so, and I hope that the gentleman 
from Georgia reiterates the importance 
to meet with law enforcement heroes. 
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Mr. FERGUSON. But, again, I want 
to go back to it, with the morale of the 
officers here in the Capitol as low as it 
is right now, the tremendous stresses 
that they are under, the staffing prob-
lems that they have, wondering wheth-
er or not this entire body at times has 
their back. 

Mr. AGUILAR. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. FERGUSON. No, not yet. I think 
it is important that this body bring a 
resolution to the floor supporting the 
men and women in law enforcement 
around the Nation, but particularly 
right here in this Capitol. I will be the 
first one, along with the rest of my col-
leagues, to support that resolution. 

And, so again, it is very simple. A lot 
of words. And I do appreciate the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS), 
for leading the Special Order. She cer-
tainly knows, as a former law enforce-
ment officer and leader of a depart-
ment, how tough that is. But, again, 
the silence here is deafening. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

DEVASTATING IMPACTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the devastating ef-
fects of climate change in California, 
and obviously throughout the country. 

Following one of the driest years on 
record, the State is facing yet another 
water crisis. This week, Governor 
Newsom declared a drought state of 

emergency for the majority of Cali-
fornia, a declaration which has become, 
sadly, all too common in the last dec-
ade. 

The availability of a clean, reliable 
water supply forms the foundation of 
the economy of not only all of Cali-
fornia, but home to the San Joaquin 
Valley that I proudly represent. Our 
farmers feed the world, and they can’t 
do it without a reliable water supply. 
We like to say, ‘‘Where water flows, 
food grows.’’ 

We must use every tool in the water 
toolbox to find new ways to store water 
for agriculture and deliver water, clean 
drinking water for our communities. 

I have introduced legislation to help 
build on my previous efforts to build 
additional water resiliency by pro-
viding funding needed to repair our 
aging water infrastructure, and now 
this is the year. 

I will continue to push for water re-
sources necessary to help California 
weather the severe impacts of this re-
peated drought. Climate change is real, 
it is happening now. It is time to act. 
Our future depends on it. 

f 

BACK THE BLUE 
(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, this 
week is National Police Week. I rise 
today to honor the courageous men and 
women in blue. 

We know that a single week is simply 
not enough to recognize the service and 
sacrifice that police officers and their 
families make. Thank you for your 
dedication and thank you for putting 
your lives on the line in order to make 
our communities safer each and every 
day. 

Unfortunately, our brave law en-
forcement officers have come under at-
tack by the liberal media and leftists 
who dangerously and wrongfully sug-
gest that the answer to all problems is 
to defund the police. This growing 
antipolice rhetoric is disgusting, and it 
threatens the safety and security of 
communities across America. 

Members of our law enforcement 
community regularly face dangerous 
and demanding circumstances, yet 
they possess a willingness to set aside 
their own safety for the sake of others. 

Let me be perfectly clear, I back the 
blue 100 percent. You have our unwav-
ering support and gratitude. Once 
again, during National Police Week, 
thank you for your sacrifices and lead-
ership you provide our communities. 
May we never forget how appreciated 
you are every single day. 

f 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 
DURING PREGNANCY 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Madam Speaker, I rise in strong 
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